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Our presence at CIFF is no coincidence – as it is an international showcase which 
attracts the world to come and experience pioneering Danish brands heading into 
the future, ready to take the next steps. 
  
Here at Lifestyle & Design Clusters Circular Fashion Days you will be able to experi-
ence the effect that the future and new ways of working has. 
  
The exhibitors at Circular Fashion Days are already moving away from linear to 
more circular business models, where products are designed, produced or sold 
with new goals in mind: 
  
• A goal of keeping materials in use 
• To use the earth’s resources a little better 
• For the common good 
• For the planet and all of us who live on it

THE FASHION INDUSTRY IS ON THE BRINK OF CHANGE, LOOKING 
INTO A NEW CIRCULAR FUTURE. A FUTURE BASED ON WHAT WE 
ARE BEST AT IN DENMARK - THE GOOD DESIGN, THE SOLID QUALITY, 
THE PROPER COOPERATION AND A FOCUS ON REAL PEOPLE. 

BUT WHEN THE EARTH, ON WHICH WE ARE SO DEPENDENT FOR 
OUR EXISTENCE, IS ABOUT TO SUCCUMB, THEN CHANGES ARE 
NEEDED. FORTUNATELY, THE DANISH VIRTUES GO WELL WITH 
THE CIRCULAR TRANSITION. 

THIS CATALOG SHOWS A SELECTION OF BRAVE AND FORWARD-
LOOKING DANISH BRANDS WHO DARE TAKE DRASTIC AND 
EXPERIMENTAL STEPS TOWARDS CHANGE.

C I R C U L A R  FA S H I O N  D AY S
 
A future where a pair of shoes has 7 lives, a dress is being passed on, and one man’s 
holed fibers become another woman’s towels. 
  
You will be able to experience lots of good examples of this, with the 26 exhibitors 
we have chosen to present their bids for more circular solutions. 
  
Experience a colorful diversity of recycling, upcycling, recycling, social responsi-
bility and innovation at the stands, and listen as invited speakers talk about themes 
such as: Regenerative business, legislation, circular economy, circular branding 
and digitization. 
  
Welcome to the exhibition. Welcome to Lifestyle & Design Clusters Circular Fash-
ion Days. Welcome to a new and more sustainable future. 
  
ABOUT LIFESTYLE & DESIGN CLUSTER: 
 
Lifestyle & Design Cluster is a team of dedicated bridge builders. We primarily con-
nect SMEs in the lifestyle industry with knowledge institutions through network-
ing and innovation processes, and we inspire to seek new paths. We create and 
disseminate knowledge about design and entrepreneurship, the circular economy 
and digitization with the aim of ensuring sustainable growth. 
  
Lifestyle & Design Cluster supports the companies in the process of getting a circu-
lar strategy and translates it into a concrete holistic plan for a green transformation. 
  
 
ABOUT CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
 
The thinking behind the circular economy is about decoupling economic growth 
from increasing material consumption. To keep materials and resources in closed 
circuits for the benefit of the environment and society. The circular conversion 
has three basic principles which are to design without waste, keep products and 
materials in use and the restoration of natural systems. 
The change opens for new opportunities for trade and job creation, contributes to 
reducing climate impacts and makes savings in both resources and costs possible. 
 

Betina Simonsen CEO, Lifestyle & Design Cluster 



HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
BAKANO design rests on a foundation of sustainability. All aspects from production to sales 
are well thought out with sustainability and reusability in mind:  
-  All bags are handmade in Denmark from upcycled leather 
-  Timeless design – use our bags across changing fashion
-  We do repairs in order to extend the life of leather products 
-  We are working on a warranty scheme, resulting in right to repairs for 10 years
-  We do customizations to adapt to the individual’s needs > leads to extended use 
- We produce our bags in Denmark. Transport is minimized and easy traceability.
-  We source our raw material locally (Radius of 100 km from production site)  
–  Distribution in recycled packaging (RE:ZiP)

B A K A N O . D K

BAKANO is much more than a sustainable brand! 
Our bags, made from upcycled leather, is a 
celebration of life, joy and freedom. 
We rescue sofas from the Waste Energy plant, 
and transform them into quality bags – perfect for 
the conscious consumer with an active lifestyle.

b a ka n o

HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
Leap is an alternative to traditional and synthetic leather with a supple handle and a 
leather-like texture. It is composed of 3 layers: an organic textile backing, a 100% plastic, 
and petrochemical-free upcycled apple waste blend, and a protective coating. The material 
is designed for disassembly, therefore the different layers can be recycled or biodegraded 
according to their respective category.

Beyond Leather Materials works with the principles of the circular economy by sourcing 
waste-based raw materials locally. The company is focused on using green energy at the 
production facilities and to develop a zero-waste production strategy. Thanks to its energy-
efficient production, Leap can be produced in one day, using 99% less water and ~85% less 
CO2 than traditional leather production while completely avoiding harmful substances. 
Furthermore, Leap is going to be available on a made-to-order basis.

@ B E Y O N D L E AT H E R

Beyond Leather Materials is a Copenhagen-
based B2B material supplier. The company is 
set out to disrupt the leather industry with Leap, 
the sustainable leather alternative made from 
upcycled apple waste.

b e y o n d  l e a t h e r



HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
A 360-degree ethical way of working. From raw material to final product. Buy only what 
you need. That’s the core of what we do. The entire by basics’ collection is made-to-order 
to avoid waste and overproduction. You can add exactly the styles, colours, and sizes you 
need – no minimum order – no fixed assortment.
We cut our merino wool by hand, reusing patterns repeatedly. The cut-offs are either used 
for smaller styles, children’s styles or unravelled at a nearby factory and reused.
We offer a virtual showroom, and online information decreases the need to travel. 
We recommend air washing and include a piece of matching thread to the care label, so the 
style can easily be repaired. 
All production, including trim, is made in the EU. We design for people – to wear and love. No 
short-cuts: We want everything to be done ethically. Every season we seek to improve and 
minimize our social and environmental impact.

B Y B A S I C S . C O M

– ethical slow fashion in a world of colours. 
No seasons. No minimum. Order only what you 
need when you need it, and we produce especially 
for you. This means no overproduction and no 
waste. Just soft, breathable natural mulesing-
free merino wool that is easy to wear and love.

b y  b a s i c s

HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
We help brands enhance and impact sustainable agenda and at the same time take control 
over their brand equity. We increate consumer repeat business and reach out for new 
consumers. We make sure you at the same time get margins on the booming resale market.
We do this by delivering a white label platform, that is fully integrated, has complete global 
handling (including pack shots, verification, and repair), plus fast and easy on-boarding 
with a highly professional team. 
Furthermore, we are currently working with international innovative brands to make the 
trade-in process even more convenient and traceable via digital tags or QR coded care label 
tags. Scan a QR code with the mobile and you are ready to trade-in and enter the brands 
circular universe. 
We are currently fully integrated with Shopify, Magento and Commerce Cloud. Resale have 
simply not been easier.

C R E A T E 2 S T AY. C O M

Established in 2020, create2STAY has set out 
to democratize resale and prolong products 
lifespan by making branded resale easy, 
convenient, and profitable for both consumers 
and brands.

c r e a te 2 s ta y



HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
We have developed The Dear Denier Sustainability Framework®. It takes into consideration 
all parts of our full product lifecycle; from design for durability and choice of low-impact 
materials to zero-waste production facilities in Italy, recycled packaging, energy efficient 
transportation and ultimately handling of our products at the end-of-life phase.
Our Italian factories are highly specialized and technological OEKO-TEX® certified zero-
waste factories powered by renewable energy. No polluting elements are let into the 
atmosphere, and as much resources as possible are re-circulated within the production. 

No sustainable solution for recycling tights currently exist, yet! The Dear Denier Recycling 
Initiative is the first big scale initiative worldwide to address this massive problem. Our 
goal with this new technology is to be able to make new Dear Denier tights from discarded 
tights, hence closing the product loop.

D E A R D E N I E R . C O M

Dear Denier combines great hosiery design with 
low-impact materials and state-of-the-art zero-
waste production. Our approach merges science 
and fashion as we work closely with innovative 
Italian yarn suppliers and Danish scientists in 
the field of sustainability.

d e a r  d e n i e r

HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
At ELSK we use materials and production methods that are both durable and at the same 
time leave a small a footprint as possible.  We work with organic materials, recycled fabrics 
and natural fibres.  We have our own take-back system. We donate 1% of our turn-over to 
environmental protection.

We use a wide range of different fabrics and materials. Some are made of recycled 
materials, others of organic materials and mono-fibres that are easy to reuse. We have our 
own take-back system for used garments.

E L S K . C O M

We want to make a difference. For us, treating 
the planet and our manufacturers with respect 
is a must. We want to give something back to 
nature and to the people who support us. We are 
striving for better instead of cheaper.

e l s k



HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
The idea behind the brand FLOT is based on the regenerative approach of circular economy. 
Our purpose is to contribute to closing the loop of take, make, waste – by integrating a 
circulate mindset in the design and development of our creations. Using only leftover and 
deadstock fabrics, FLOT offers fashion pieces made from up-cycled materials with the next 
use in mind. The materials are sourced locally in collaboration with other fashion companies 
across the industry. The materials originate from samples that no longer have any value for 
the companies or from deadstock fabrics, with either weaving or colour defects. 

The FLOT collections focus on long-lasting styles, enabling each piece to circulate with 
their maximum quality retained season after season. All garments produced by FLOT are 
combined from fabrics in patchwork designs, enabling the use of even the smallest leftover. 
Each piece is uniquely cut, made from the materials available. 

F L O T - S H O P . D K

The company FLOT creates sustainable fashion 
and accessories from recycled and leftover 
materials. Most of our materials are sourced 
locally and all our products are made in Denmark. 
Our designs are made with a zero waste mindset 
and are created in limited quantities.

f l o t

HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
We are working on a take-back programme. We have an ambition of having a resell platform 
working in a year and respinning our own yarn in two years.

The lamb fur is made out of waste from meat production. We use the unsellable skins 
that have occasional spots. Therefore every fur is unique. The hand-knitted dress is 
partly made out of respun and hand-dyed yarn. The dress is 100% circular as it can be 
unraveled and the yarn can be 100% reused. The jacket is a second-hand jacket that is 
redesigned and combined with hand-knit.

G U D R U N G U D R U N . C O M

We enter the fashion scene with traditional 
Faroese handknitted sweaters, and our goal 
is not just to turn people’s heads – but also to 
change people’s minds. See, we want to bring 
human decency back to the fashion industry – 
one stitch at the time. 

g u ð r u n  &  g u ð r u n



HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
First and foremost, we use a basic material - Hemp - which is super-sustainable by Nature.    
Only 1/3 of land is needed for growing hemp, compared to cotton. The hemp plant repels 
bugs and most fungi in the field, so there is no need or temptation to use chemicals to 
increase yield. Hemp only needs 2000 L water per kg fiber produced. Natural rainfall 
(5000L) can cover that easily. So, no need for irrigation in most places. Cotton needs 5000 
L irrigated water/kg, on average (10.000 L in total). With hemp, this powerful and magical 
material, at our disposal, the mission of Hemp Copenhagen Co. is to contribute actively to 
increase the share of hemp textile vs. other textiles, significantly. – The current share is 
less than 1% of worldwide production.
1. Hemp lasts 3 times longer than cotton meaning ample opportunity for circularity via re-
use by family and friends. 2. Hemp is a super CO2-absorber: 22 Tonnes/ha/year (Cotton: 5 
tonnes, mature forest: 10 tonnes)

H E M P - C O P E N
H A G E N . C O M

Home textiles, apparel & accessories in 100% 
true hemp. Organic, sustainable, antibacterial 
by Nature. Designed in Denmark, grown and 
produced in Europe/EU.

h e m p  c o p e n h a g e n  c o .

HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
At ITMV there are no textiles in which we do not see new potential, and we, therefore, work 
a lot with tactile upcycling of discarded textiles from different industries through e.g., 
plant dyeing, patchwork, weaving, quilting and embroidery. Afterwards, we look at the 
remnants and develop concepts that can breathe new life into the leftovers from our in-
house production.  Thus, behind the product, there is both a circular aspect in terms of the 
upcycling of discarded resources from other industries, upcycling of the leftover textiles 
from our in-house production - and circular use of the development and knowledge that 
our women achieve, and then transfer on to new women in the workshop. To extend the life 
of the products that have left our workshops, we have, in collaboration with Trygfonden, 
created a project called ”Bæredygtig Fællesskab” (Sustainable Community). The purpose of 
this project is to offer learning, guidance and help to repair ITMV’s products as well as other 
types of clothes and textile products through workshops, walk-ins, and presentations. 

I T M V . D K

At I Tråd med Verden (ITMV), our aim is to 
create circular and sustainable results on three 
bottom lines – the social, the economic, and 
the environmental. In partnership with KAB, we 
run sewing and design workshops in vulnerable 
residential areas.

i  t r å d  m e d  v e r d e n



HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
At IDEM Copenhagen sustainability and circularity is incorporating in the entire value 
chain. “Idem” means “the same” in Latin. Inspired by that they create clothes, where the 
same piece of clothing can be transformed into different styles, for example by adding 
removable cuffs and collars or making the clothes reversible. They only use GOTS-certified 
mono-materials and Tencel. IDEM offers made-to-measure, where the clothes are adjusted 
to the customers measurements. 
The IDEM team is currently developing a digital solution for measuring their customers with 
a mobile 3D app. Measurements and a 3D avatar of the body are automatically generated. 
Based on these data they can construct and fit styles to the customers digitally. IDEM 
Copenhagen primarily produce their clothes on demand to reduce overproduction and 
waste, and to accommodate the unique made-to-measure orders. Production is placed in 
Denmark, where the IDEM team is making the patterns and sewing the orders themselves.

I D E M C O P E N
H A G E N . C O M

IDEM Copenhagen re-thinks sustainable fashion 
with their multifunctional designs and made-to-
measure production. They provide women with 
clothes that actually fit and that can be used in 
multiple ways. By that IDEM clothes is made to 
be used and kept for longer.

i d e m  c o p e n h a g e n

HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
Imarit uses common mobile technology to connect with artisans around the globe, 
promoting their inclusion in the international scene. We provide the artisans with training 
and techniques for recycling and upcycling textiles and the materials, specifications and 
designs from the companies, required to produce at their homes. 
One of the natural fibers we work with is a high quality and lasting material that has proven 
high efficency when recycled. We have strated to collect post consumer garments, and 
along with precosumer production from manufacturers of alpaca in Europe we have 
produced new yarn to work with local communities. When recycling we included new 
fibers to ensure the strenght of the new yarn created and have bee using tencel, organic 
cottot and Kapok.  Along with the designers we work on collections to have a non-seasonal 
approach, to reduce the need of sizes and with a quality to last for longer.

I M A R I T . C O M

Imarit represents a new paradigm for artisanal 
luxury clothing. It proves that artisanal clothing 
can be produced with honesty and respect to 
the artisans in an ever more globalized world 
with little regard for local communities.

i m a r i t



HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
We have developed our own circular RE value chain, focusing on: RE-purpose // Give new 
life to existing textiles. RE-locate // Produce as locally as possible and within EU borders. 
RE-value // Incorporate durability, quality, slowness and emotional attachment to the 
products. RE-season // Create products that go across seasons and that are not trend-
based. RE-fit // Good fit with a built-in flexibility, so the clothes follow the body’s changes 
over time. RE-connect // Create a community based on lasting relationships with the 
people we are in contact with. RE-order // Minimal stocking of products. RE-care // Inform 
the consumer about how the clothes are handled and preserved in the best possible way – 
quality wise as well as environmental. RE-pair // Provide a repair service so that the lifetime 
is extended further. RE-joy // Future thoughts on creating a circular platform where used 
La Femme Rousse products can be recycled to a new consumer.

L A F E M M E
R O U S S E . D K

La Femme Rousse makes durable luxury clothes 
that are made from quality textiles that are 
either handmade, discarded from the textile 
industry or from deadstock fabrics. Everything 
is carefully selected before we unleash creativity 
and craftsmanship.

l a  fe m m e  r o u s s e

HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
We are aware that the choices in the design and product development process affect 
the environmental impacts of a product’s use and life cycle. Therefore a well-designed, 
timeless, high-quality and functional product is a sustainable choice.  We design sustainable 
knitwear in pure, organic and clean materials that are meant to last. We believe in creating 
sustainable knit pieces that can stand the test of time and will not harm the environment.   
We produce all our sustainable products locally in Denmark and we only use 100% organic 
cotton or 100% organic merino wool… we don’t mix it up. We design for longevity and make 
sure that our products can be part of a circular system.  For every piece, in every collection, 
we always ask what we have done to make this garment more sustainable and what else can 
we do in the future. It is a constant effort to improve.  Our collections are entirely made with 
organic, sustainable and ethically sourced yarns.

L E P I R O L . C O M

Le Pirol is seasonless knitwear by Morten 
Underbjerg (RCA - MA). Timelessness, danish 
production and functionality are at the core 
of our design philosophy. All Le Pirol products 
are made locally in Denmark using only 100% 
organic cotton or 100% organic merino wool.

l e  p i r ol



HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
As part of Minimum’s sustainable transition, the brand is ready to take a natural next 
step. By utilizing their own stock of unsold styles to convert into new fabrics for coming 
collections, the brand takes a stand to their excess production. An endemic issue in the 
fashion industry of which the brand itself is part of. Now, Minimum wants to be an active 
part in what might be the solution to test the revoluzioning development with their own 
styles. With the new innovation, Minimum is able to achieve full circularity in a product-to-
fiber-to-product process, said to be a game changer for the fashion industry.
The minor amount of fibres that are too short to be used in the process for creating the new 
yarn will be used in the paper industry, achieving 100% circularity.
Moving forward, the recycling of Minimum’s own products will be a part of the brand’s textile 
supply chain for as long as they hold unsold stock.

HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
Markberg is pioneering in zero waste leather production. This is achieved by finding 
alternative use for waste leather also known as “scrap leather” which is cut off in normal 
production of leather bags. 
All Markberg leather bags and small leather goods are produced in LWG-certified leather 
based on our zero waste concept: First, all the biggest waste leather parts are used for 
small leather goods such as wallets and key chains. Next, the smaller waste leather parts 
are upcycled into new premium leather products by making patchwork panels. Markberg 
Upcycled collection will be in stores and online soon. Last, all the smallest waste leather 
pieces are processed into leather boards which are then used as leather reinforcement 
inside Markberg bags. Besides resource optimization our zero waste concept has a 
significant advantage as factories can stabilize the workflow throughout the year and in 
this way ensuring the factory workers are permanently employed. 

M I N I M U M . D KM A R K B E R G . C O M

Established in 1997, the Danish brand Minimum 
is known for creating contemporary classics, 
designed with a modern Nordic aesthetic. 
Focusing on transeasonal styles and lasting 
qualities at affordable prices, the brand launches 
four annual male and female collections.

Markberg represents simplicity and contempo-
rary Scandinavian design. All our accessories 
are crafted with quality and durability in mind, 
and it runs deep in our DNA to focus on responsi-
bility at all levels and stages of the supply chain.

m i n i m u mm a r k b e r g



HOW SHE WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
Sustainability and the circular thinking are integrated in the art pieces by the choice of 
materials where Nina is using both second hand clothes, scrap metal and deadstock yarn 
from the textile industry. 

Ekman uses deadstock yarn from the textile industry (mainly organic wool, angora, silk 
etc.) in her production of the tufted elements. Scrap metal for the construction and when 
casting the feet of her sculptures, she always use old elements of concrete leftovers and 
other waste materials such as sand, stones metal, to reduce the amount of “new” concrete. 

N I N A K E K M A N . C O M

Norwegian visual artist, living and working in 
Copenhagen, Denmark. Many of Nina’s pieces 
investigate the unsustainability of modern 
lifestyle inviting the observer to reflect upon our 
linear way of consuming and the consequences 
for the future of the planet.

n i n a  k  e k m a n

HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
Renewcell has developed a recycling process that makes it possible to create quality cloth-
ing from textile waste at scale. The recycling technology dissolves used cotton and Cellu-
losic fibers into a new biodegradable raw material, Circulose®. It can then be turned into 
viscose fiber, be fed into the textile production cycle and meet industry standards. Pow-
ered 100% by renewable energy and using waste as feedstock Circulose® is the link that has 
been missing from the fashion model, making it circular. 
At OBJECT we are honest about the fact that each item we design has an impact on the 
environment. Therefore our ultimate ambition is to become circular by design and we aim 
to ensure our products can be reused, redesigned and eventually recycled. “We are excited 
about being at the forefront designing with Circulose®. This breakthrough in sustainable 
fashion is highly welcomed, we experience that the fiber is unbelievably popular amongst 
our customers” says Gitte Skals Hauge, Project & Sustainability manager, OBJECT. 

O B J E C T C I . C O M
R E N E W C E L L . C O M

OBJECT values quality, creative design and sus-
tainability. OBJECT collaborates with Swedish 
innovator Renewcell, who recycles textile waste, 
into a new pristine material called Circulose®. 
This game-changing collaboration between the 
two brands will push the transformation of fash-
ion production into a more sustainable loop. 

o b j e c t  x  r e n e w c e l l
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HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
In 2020 Pure Cashmere moved beyond being a business with a sustainable mindset towards 
circular economy by introducing Reborn Cashmere: Recycled cashmere garments from 
post-consumer cashmere.  In 2021 we take the next step by introducing a Take Back service 
for our customers.  Aiming for zero waste is extremely ambitious. This is a huge project 
with seemingly endless number of parameters. We do it bit by bit, taking one step at a time. 
- Naturally, our cashmere garments are designed and produced in a quality that is made to 
last, without any compromises. Cashmere is a luxury made of precious raw material and this 
goes hand in hand with high quality.  - We are increasingly relocating parts of the cashmere 
spinning and knitting from East Asia to Italy, both to ensure highest quality and to shorten 
shipping distance. - We produce and offer items to increase Pure Cashmere garments life 
time, such as elbow patches and embroidery badges to repair damages. Ultimately, we 
want to help customers feeling confident of making the right choices.

P U R E C A S H M E R E . D K

Pure Cashmere is a small Danish company spe-
cialising in design and production of 100% cash-
mere garments in highest quality. We produce 
with high respect for the resources of the Earth. 
Now we are taking on a journey towards circular 
economy together with our customers.

p u r e  c a s h m e r e

HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
RE-ZIP is born circular - as all parts of the concept depends on circularity hence using the
same packaging again and again and again…. The RE-ZIP concept is designed in such a way
that all parties (web shop, customer, return-point and not least the environment) benefits 
from the solution. We call it Financial Viable Sustainability.

RE-ZIP is based on re-use rather than re-cycle. Or at least re-use before re-cycle. Today a
lot of packaging are made out of recycled card board and plastic which by all means is better 
than virgin material packaging. But a matter of fact is that the heavy processes used for re-
cycling such materials means very limited or no reduction on CO2 emissions compared to 
i.e. virgin cardboard. So why not re-use the packaging several times before re-cycle or even 
better up-cycling it. That is the basic concept of RE-ZIP’s circular packaging.

R E - Z I P . D K

RE-ZIP offers an end-to-end circular packaging 
solution for web shops that besides reducing 
the CO2 emissions by up to 88% saves cost 
on single-use packaging significantly and yet 
increase customer retention and loyalty.

r e - z i p

FOTO: Peter IrgensFOTO courtesy: Re.Verso™



HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
The core business of Røde Kors Genbrug (Red Cross´recycling) is about extending the life 
of especially discarded and surplus textiles. There is a constant focus on finding new sales 
channels that can purchase more recycled textiles and let them be included in circular 
systems.  We work with a wide range of buyers in various industries and new products are 
continuously sought to be developed in order to reach even more manufacturers and thus 
lift ever larger quantities of surplus textiles back into the production chain rather than 
down the waste hierarchy.  The company produces in Denmark and focuses on finding more 
national customers to minimize transport.
Røde Kors Råstof (Red Cross raw material) are recycled textiles to production of new 
creations. Røde Kors Genbrug (Red Cross´recycling) receives several thousands of tons 
of textiles annually, donated through our 1800 recycling collection containers around 
Denmark and industry partners.

R O D E K O R S . D K
/ G E N B R U G

In Røde Kors Genbrug (Red Cross´recycling) we 
transform donations into funds for our relief 
work in Denmark and abroad.
Through our 250+ secondhand stores across 
Denmark. The clothes donated to us are sort-
ed in categories and recycled as clothing or 
raw materials.

r ø d e  ko r s  r å s to f

FOTO: Katrine GøthFOTO: Jakob Kirk

HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
Leather is a natural raw material and all of SPOOR’s leather is a by-product of the dairy and 
meat industry. This means that we upcycle something that would otherwise be regarded 
as waste and use it to create a durable material, processed in the most sustainable way 
under the LWG GOLD standard. SPOOR collaborates directly with brands offering premium 
leather and 100% documented traceability data back to the single animal. In practice, we 
do this by marking each hide with a unique number, which is resistant and stays on the hide 
throughout the entire tanning and refinement process to the final leather cut. This unique 
number provides the full backstory of the animal. In this way, we enable brands to make 
more informed decisions about their material use and create a better and more sustainable 
tomorrow. Sustainability and circularity simply go hand in hand with traceability and 
transparency. SPOOR is part of Danish Scan-Hide.

N O R D I C S P O O R . C O M

Through a strong tradition of animal welfare, 
craftsmanship and traceability back to the farm, 
we enable and strengthen brands in the leather 
industry to create a more sustainable tomorrow.

s p o o r



HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
We at Textile Pioneers purely work with responsible circular textile production. We already 
only produce garments made either predominently or entirely from waste fibers. And 
although we provide finished garments to our customers, it is crucial for us to partake in 
the development of waste fibers, and to push for innovation and accelerate a transition of 
the textile industry towards taking resposibility. We offer, among other things, a garment to 
garment process, making new fashionable products from unsellable garments and outdated 
fashion collections. Our partners are all specialized in this field, and although we push our 
partners to try new ways, this factory already decided to introduce a zero waste concept. 
All fibers above 15mm are used for garments production and all fibers below for notebook 
covers, packaging materials or shopping bags. It is essential for us to be an innovative 
partner in this transition of the textile industry, advicing our customer of the present and 
future options within circularity and educating towards a future circular textile set-up. 

T E X T I L E
P I O N E E R S . C O M

At TEXTILE PIONEERS, we make the dirtiest 
clothes available. We use waste fibers and out-
dated garments and turn them into new beauti-
ful, durable garments supporting our customers 
and the industry in the process of going from 
conventional to circular textile production.

tex t i l e  p i o n e e r s

HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
Vain Dane Athletic was set up as a solution to a problem. Starting at the design process, 
every style is carefully considered in regards to 5 key criteria that value stakeholders. All 
materials are recycled or environmentally friendly - even the sewing thread. Our materials 
are ECONYL® regenerated nylon yarn from ocean and landfill waste and TENCEL. Each 
style is mono-material making the clothes easier to recycle. There is no overproduction, 
collections or production waste. We remove all gadgets from the styles - again making the 
clothes easier to recycle. And finally, the end of life for our clothes is a waste management 
system turning returned worn-out clothes and the cut-off production waste into other 
products. We have to zero waste products under development; yoga mats made in 
Denmark and a non-profit project in India employing marginalized women and making them 
financially independent.   We also take two of our competitors ECONYL® textile waste to 
help them with their waste management and adding it to our zero waste projects.

VA I N D A N E . C O M

Vain Dane Athletic is a fully circular sportswear 
brand with a return deposit. All components 
are from recycled ocean and landfill materials, 
the production is zero waste and the worn-out 
clothes and production waste is made into yoga-
mats that also have a return deposit.

v a i n  d a n e



HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
VON LINNÉ is a circular design studio that works entirely with upcycling of discarded 
textiles from the Danish industry; specifically textile waste from Vraa Dampvaskeri. We 
save these quality textiles from being burned and add further value to them by decorating 
them with unique plant prints. This is a creative method to cover traces of use, for example 
stains that could not come off. 
The handmade floral motifs cannot be duplicated and therefore every single item is unique.  
We wish to bring attention to the worldwide biodiversity crisis and visualize wild-growing 
weed and uncultivated plants as contemporary Flora Danica motifs on the upcycled textiles.  
We have a slow work approach where we focus on single editions. The most damaged 
textile materials are cut to smal zerowaste pieces or colour samples as a part of the design 
process inspired by a zerowaste attitude.

V O N L I N N E
S T U D I O . C O M

VON LINNÉ creates one of a kind lifestyle prod-
ucts with handmade botanical monoprints on 
discarded textiles from Vraa Dampvaskeri. Cir-
cular principles rule in the studio and the upcy-
cling is done locally with a zerowaste mindset. 
Founded by designer Nathalie Gaia Dahl.

v o n  l i n n é

HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
At Wair, our vision is to contribute to a waste-free fashion industry. We want to develop 
a model that enables textile upcycling to become scalable. In this way, we can pave the 
way forward for high-value recirculation of the “imperfect” textiles. Our upcycled sneakers 
are circular both in terms of input and output. As our input material, we use textiles 
that would otherwise have been wasted. In terms of the output, we have simplified the 
material composition and cut out e.g. metal eyelets, so the shoes can be recycled when 
they reach end-of-life – which is also why we offer a take-back program for our products. 
The Upper is made from unwanted jeans and/or workwear and the lining is made from 
unwanted tablecloths.  Our soles are made of 70% recycled rubber from production cut-
offs and 30% virgin rubber - all from natural resources. The laces are made from 100 % 
recycled cotton and our insoles are made out of natural latex and Tencel.

S U S T A I N A B L E
WA I R . C O M

Wair is a textile upcycling start-up on a mission 
to fight textile waste by making textile upcycling 
scalable. We give textile waste a new life by 
transforming it into upcycled fashion - our first 
product being upcycled sneakers made from 
discarded jeans and workwear.

w a i r
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C I R C U L A R 
E C O N O M Y

HOW THEY WORK ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
Lifestyle & Design Cluster’s overall goal is to raise the level of innovation and use of circular 
strategies in the lifestyle industry, which primarily consists of SME’s. LDC collaborates with 
knowledge partners on bridge building activities, research and development activities and 
internationalization through cluster collaboration for all companies in the industry. 

Lifestyle & DesignCluster create and disseminate knowledge about design and entrepre-
neurship, circular economy and digitization with the aim of ensuring sustainable growth. 

WE WORK TO MAKE THE DANISH LIFESTYLE INDUSTRY BETTER AT:
1. adapting to a circular economy through design development that creates higher value in 
the use phase and via products designed to be repaired, rented, resold and disassembled.  

2. mapping and ensuring good use of the current residues from textile clothing production, 
which are often problematic due to lack of traceability, mixed qualities, chemical treat-
ments, global logistics, lack of demand, etc.  

3. reducing the amount of returned goods, incorrect production and incorrect purchases 
by building more service- and data-driven innovation in the interplay between physical and 
digital sales platforms for both newly produced goods and resale. 

4. experimenting with new technologies and digitization that can contribute to higher pro-
ductivity, value added, circular and sustainable initiatives 

L D C L U S T E R . C O M

Lifestyle & Design Cluster is a team of committed 
bridge builders. We primarily connect SME’s in 
the lifestyle industry with knowledge institutions 
through networks and innovation processes, 
and we inspire to seek new paths. 

l d c l u s te r
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